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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Amendment 

This Office Action is responsive to the Request for Continued Examination (RCE) 
filed November 7, 2008. Claims 1 , 6, 9, 25, 26, and 28 are amended. Claims 2-5, 10, 
12, 15-24, and 29 are cancelled. Claims 1, 6, and 25 are independent claims. Claims 
1,6-9, 11, 13, 14, 25-28, and 30 remain pending. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1, 6-9, 11, 13, 14, 25-28, and 30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
being anticipated by Teng et al. (hereinafter Teng), United States Patent 6,240,456. 

Regarding claim 1, Teng teaches a system for use in client/server computing 
comprising: 

a client that interfaces with an applications program (see Teng Figure 2 and 
column 6 lines 1-21 ; "the network client 20 includes an application process 60"); 

a client print spooler operating on the client, the applications program operable to 
communicate a print request to the client print spooler (see Teng Figure 2 and column 6 
lines 1 -21 ; "Generally, the network client 20 includes an application process 60 linked to 
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a system API 62, such as a standard text API or drawing API, which is, in turn, linked to 
a system spooler 64"); 

a user interface manager operating on the client and coupled to the client print 
spooler (see Teng Figure 2 and column 6 lines 1-21; "Generally, the network client 20 
includes an application process 60 linked to a system API 62, such as a standard text 
API or drawing API, which is, in turn, linked to a system spooler 64"); 

a first communications channel coupling, via a network, the client print spooler 
with a server print spooler operating on a print server, the print server distinct from the 
client, the print server coupled to a printer, wherein the first communications channel 
provides for communicating data from the application and for control of printing 
according to the print request (see Teng Figure 2 and column 6 lines 1-21 ; "The system 
spooler 64 includes a system Internet API or sockets driver 66 which provides a means 
for the network client 20 to communicate with the network server 49 via the Internet 
68... The Internet server 70 is linked to a server scripter component 72, such as an 
Internet Server API (ISAPI) wrapper, which includes a HTTP print server component. A 
system spooler 74 is connected to the server scripter component 72 via an API 76 and 
to the printer 50 which has a URL address assigned thereto"); and 

a second communications channel coupling, via the network, the client print 
spooler with the print server, the second communications channel distinct from the first 
communication channel, wherein the client print spooler receives messages from the 
printer via the print server via the second communications channel, and wherein the 
messages are provided as language neutral message from the print server and are 
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converted to language specific messages by the user interface manager and the 
language specific messages are presented to a user of the client (see Figure 3 and 
column 6 lines 22-42; "If the URL address is detected, the system spooler 64 will call 
the system Internet API 66 in step 88 which is responsible for formatting the data 
pertaining to the single print job into a Hypertext Transfer Protocol (HTTP) POST 
request. In particular, HTTP is utilized as it is a protocol which is recognized as being 
supported by the Internet. If the system spooler 64 does not detect an URL address, the 
system spooler will execute the print job in step 90 according to the normal conventions 
supported by the operating system which the network client 20 is utilizing", wherein the 
first communications channel routes data according to the normal conventions, while 
the second communications channel routes data via HTTP POST requests; see also 
Teng column 7 lines 1 0-34; "Since standard HTTP POST messaging also provides a 
means for allowing status messages to be returned to the network client 20 in response 
to an issued HTTP POST request, the network server 49 can also be used to monitor 
and return the status of the print job request to the network client 20 via the Internet. . . 
The HTTP status messages received at the network client 20 may then be forwarded to 
the user in the form of a graphical user interface, textual message, or the like which 
those of skill in the art will understand how to formulate", wherein the HTTP status 
messages are language neutral and are interpreted and converted by the graphical user 
interface). 
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Claims 6-9, 11, 13, and 14 recite a system having substantially the same 
limitations as the system of claim 1 . Therefore, the claims are rejected under the same 
rationale. 

Claims 25-28 and 30 recite a computer readable medium having substantially 
the same limitations as the system of claim 1 . Therefore, the claims are rejected under 
the same rationale. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to the claims have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. Newly cited prior art Teng (US 
6,240,456) supra is believed to anticipate every claim. Teng teaches a system and 
method for collecting printer administration information. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure: 

• Kadota (US 2003/007651 9) Spool file modifying device 

• Trufinescu et al. (US 2004/0193678) Notifications for shared resources 
Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 

examiner should be directed to Stephen Alvesteffer whose telephone number is 
(571)270-1295. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 9:30AM- 
6:00PM. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, William Bashore can be reached on (571)272-4088. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Stephen Alvesteffer 

Examiner 

Art Unit 2175 

IS. A./ 

Examiner, Art Unit 2175 

/William L. Bashore/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2175 



